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WELCOME TO RAB
We are delighted to announce that the 4th Global Forum on Robotic Assisted Bronchoscopy will 
return to its birthplace in Brescia, Italy, on June 18-19, 2026. What began in 2023 as a pioneering 
meeting of physicians and industry innovators has now become a global reference point for the 
robotic bronchoscopy community. RAB 2026 marks a new chapter in this journey. As robotic platforms 
become integral to interventional pulmonology across Europe, Asia and the US, and therapeutic 
applications such as robotic ablation begin to enter clinical practice, the congress will offer an updated 
and forward-looking program. 
This edition will emphasize translational research, integration of artificial intelligence, real-world 
collaboration, hands-on training and one-to-one mentoring opportunities.
Set once again in the complex of San Cristo Monastery, RAB 2026 will bring together experts, young 
physicians and industry leaders in an atmosphere that blends science, education and authentic 
connection.

SCIENTIFIC RATIONALE
Now in its fourth edition, RAB has established itself as the key international meeting dedicated to the 
rapid evolution of robotic bronchoscopy. The 2026 forum pursues a dual mission: connecting leading 
U.S. centers and the growing European network of experienced institutions, while supporting new 
centers in Europe, Asia, Australia and Africa that are beginning to implement robotic systems.
RAB aims to be a true think tank for the development of robotic bronchoscopy, its expanding clinical 
applications and its potential as a platform for novel therapeutic procedures, including lung nodule 
ablation and other precision bronchoscopic treatments.
In the era of lung cancer screening, robotic bronchoscopy is increasingly relevant because it 
enables precise access to small and peripheral nodules, supporting earlier diagnosis and integrated 
multidisciplinary management.
Over two dynamic days, experts, trainees and innovators will exchange ideas, practice on advanced 
simulation models and engage in one-to-one sessions with global leaders.
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Day 1 – Thursday, June 18th, 2026

13.00 – 14.00	 Registration & Faculty Lunch

13.45 – 14.00	 Opening Remarks

14.00 – 15.00	 SESSION 1 | EXPANDING THE HORIZONS OF RAB
	 Moderators: Kyle Hogarth + Erik Folch
10’	 ION by Intuitive: New developments in the technology	 Michael Pritchett
10’	 MONARCH QUEST: Latest Advancements 
	 in navigation technology for the MONARCH Platform	 Gustavo Cumbo-Nacheli
10’	 GALAXY: Beyond Navigation	 Kyle Hogarth
15’	 Ablation technologies and outcomes	 Kelvin Lau
15’	 Single Anaesthesia 	 Michela Bezzi

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

15.00 – 16.00	 HANDS-ON I
	 ION + GE	 Erik Folch – Mauro Novali
	 Ion PlanPoint	 Christopher Orton – Catherine Oberg
	 Ambu + ERBE	 Piero Candoli – Hari Kishan Gonuguntla
	 Van Gogh	 Michael Pritchett – Kyle Hogarth

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

16.00 – 16.30	 Coffee Break

16.30 – 17.00 	 SESSION 2 | VIDEO FESTIVAL: CLINICAL CASES & CHALLENGES
	 Moderators: Kyle Hogarth + Juliana Guarize
10’	 Clinical challenges during robotic-assisted bronchoscopy	 Michal Senitko
10’	 A Friday List Day	 Scott Oh
10’	 Surprise!	 Mauro Novali

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

17.00 – 17.45	 SESSION 3 | SCREENING & EARLY DIAGNOSIS
	 Moderators: Michael Pritchett + Kelvin Lau
15’	 Robotic Bronchoscopy in the era of Lung Cancer Screening	 Catherine Oberg
15’	 Subsolid Lesions: Challenges & Opportunities	 Rocco Trisolini
15’	 Next-generation pathology in NSCLC: digital-assisted
	 bronchoscopy diagnosis and computational biomarkers	 Nicola Fusco

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

17.45 – 18.00	 PANEL DISCUSSION
	 Moderators: Michael Pritchett + Kelvin Lau 
	 All previous speakers

18.00 – 18.15	 DAY 1 CLOSING REMARKS
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Day 2 – Friday, June 19th, 2026

9.00 – 10.15	 SESSION 4 | INNOVATION & FUTURE TECHNOLOGIES
	 Moderators: Rocco Trisolini + Christopher Orton

15’	 Nanotherm Technology & Clinical Use - First Clinical Trial	 Erik Folch

15’	 Evidence-based advances in Robotic Assisted Bronchoscopy	 Antoni Rosell 

15’	 ROSE: Real-time Cytology Integration 	 Alessandra Cancellieri

15’	 Sharing is Caring: Enhancing RAB Through Continuous
	 Airway Visualization	 George Christodoulides

15’	 Cryobiopsy: a good option on GGOs and PPLs
	 with Robotic Assisted Bronchoscopy 	 Piero Candoli

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

10.15 – 11.15	 HANDS-ON II
	 ION + GE	 Erik Folch – Mauro Novali

	 Ion PlanPoint	 Christopher Orton – Caroline Steinack

	 Ambu + ERBE	 Piero Candoli – Hari Kishan Gonuguntla

	 Van Gogh	 Michael Pritchett – Kyle Hogart

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

11.15 – 11:45	 Coffee Break

11.45 – 12.45 	 SESSION 5 | MULTIDISCIPLINARY LUNG CANCER MANAGEMENT
	 Moderators: Juliana Guarize + Kelvin Lau

15’	 Diagnosis and future perspectives in robotic bronchoscopy	 Christopher Orton

15’	 Surgery in the RAB Era	 Joyce Chan

15’	 Update on sublobar resection: what is the real legacy of
	 the trials?	 Monica Casiraghi

15’	 Medical Treatment Perspectives	 Antonio Passaro

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

12.45 – 14.00	 Lunch

14.00 – 15.00	 HANDS-ON III
	 ION + GE	 Erik Folch – Mauro Novali

	 Ion PlanPoint	 Christopher Orton – Caroline Steinack

	 Ambu + ERBE	 Piero Candoli – Hari Kishan Gonuguntla

	 Van Gogh	 Michael Pritchett – Kyle Hogarth

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE
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14.00 – 15.00	 ONE-TO-ONE WITH THE EXPERTS (“A BEER WITH…”)

	 Pre-booked sessions (10 min)

15.00 – 16.00	 SESSION 6 | HOT TOPICS PRO/CON
	 Moderators: Mauro Novali + Tajalli Saghaie

15’	 CBCT vs Tomosynthesis: Is CBCT Necessary?	 Sonali Sethi

15’	 Thin scopes combined with advanced imaging for PPN diagnosis	 Amir Abramovich 

15’	 Optimizing Ventilation Strategies During RAB:
	 Managing CT-to-Body Divergence and Procedural Stability	 Thomas Gaisl

15’	 Advanced imaging integration: workflow optimization
	 for 3D C-arm support to robotic assisted bronchoscopy	 Amir Hanna

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

16.00 – 16.45	 SESSION 7 | KOL’S CORNER
	 Moderators: Erik Folch + Michael Pritchett

15’ 	 Late breaking news	 Kyle Hogarth

15’	 Lessons from percutaneous ablation	 Kelvin Lau

15’	 How RAB is transforming thoracic oncology	 Juliana Guarize

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

16.45 – 17.00	 PANEL DISCUSSION
	 Moderators: Erik Folch + Michael Pritchett

	 All previous speakers

17.00 – 17.45	 SESSION 8 | BUILDING A EUROPEAN NETWORK
	 Moderators: Christopher Orton + Antoni Rosell

15’	 What is modern Interventional Pulmonology?	 Stefano Gasparini

15’	 Building a Robotic Bronchoscopy Program from Scratch:
	 Strategy, Pitfalls and Early Outcomes	 Thomas Gaisl 

15’	 Building a European RAB Network -
	 Program Implementation Across Centers	 Caroline Steinack

	 RAB SKILLS CHALLENGE

17.45 – 18.00	 CLOSING REMARKS – ORGANIZING COMMITTEE & SCIENTIFIC BOARD

19.30	 RAB AWARDS DINNER – The night of champions
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